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Meeting Welcome 
 
 

Greetings to All Participants! 

On behalf of the Klamath Bird Observatory (KBO), your local host, welcome to the 79th Annual Meeting of the Western 
Bird Banding Association (WBBA), the 29th Annual Meeting of the Western Field Ornithologists (WFO), and 25th Annual 
Meeting of the Oregon Field Ornithologists (OFO).  We, the members of WBBA, WFO, OFO, and bird enthusiasts alike, 
have a wonderful opportunity not only to see old friends and take part in the traditions of our respective organizations, but  
also to learn about the differing traditions of our partner organizations and meet new friends.   
 

We are excited to enjoy this special event with everyone as we share in the awe of the unique and pristine environments 
that surround us in the Klamath Siskiyou Region. This meeting is a celebration of the scientific study of birds and their habi-
tats.  Through ornithology we are gaining a better understanding of bird population trends and factors that influence popula-
tions.  Through the study of birds and their habitats we are developing a tool for identifying conservation needs and for 
evaluating the effectiveness of local, regional and international conservation efforts. 
 

Integrating the meetings of these three organizations has been a challenging task and has been made possible through much 
effort from individuals from our three organizations.  Catherine Waters (WFO) has been involved in all aspects of meeting 
preparation and has done a wonderful job keeping communication open among our organizations’ representatives, meeting 
coordinators, and participants.  Robbie Fisher (WFO) has accomplished the monumental achievement of organizing the 
meeting registrations and juggling sign-ups for field trips, meals and workshops.  Along with Cat and Robbie I have had the 
pleasure of working with the other members of the meeting organization committee.  Rob Hewitt (LBJ Enterprises, WFO) 
has been involved with many aspects of meeting planning, and specifically has taken the lead in putting together an impressive 
field trip schedule, with the help of Pablo Herrera (US Forest Service, WFO), and providing an opportunity for various vend-
ers to take part in our meeting, and assuring the availability of meeting t-shirts.  Ted Floyd (American Birding Association, 
WFO) was responsible for a meticulous job of compiling the WFO talks, and with C.J. Ralph (US Forest Service, KBO, 
WBBA, WFO, OFO) who has compiled WBBA related talks, organizing a rich scientific paper session.  C.J. has also con-
sulted with KBO regarding every aspect of putting on this meeting.  Dennis Vroman (OFO) has acted as our liaison to OFO 
and provided much calming input during the planning process. 
 

Klamath Bird Observatory staff members and intern students have played a major support role in helping KBO host this 
meeting.  Laurel Genzoli and Melissa Pitkin have organized every aspect of this meeting from the KBO side of things.  Bob 
Frey has provided excellent support in planning field trips, workshops and other aspects of the meeting.  The rest of our staff 
has also taken up much slack as our attention in the office has been focused on meeting planning. 
 

In addition to the folks mentioned, many additional individuals have been a tremendous help in the preparation of this meet-
ing.  The contribution of volunteers, workshop teachers, field trip leaders, presenters and many others is much appreciated. 
Anne Wheeler at the Windmill Inn, and Brian Mam at the Best Western Windsor Inn have been very helpful with our or-
ganization process and in providing a significant discount on hotel rooms. John Warren, owner of the Windsor Inn has gra-
ciously donated the use of Windsor Hall for this occasion and Shawn Whitescorn from Confident Caterers has been ex-
tremely helpful in planning for our food and beverage needs.  Please take an opportunity to thank all of the folks who have 
helped to make this meeting happen. 
 

We appreciate you taking time out of your busy lives to attend and contribute to this meeting’s success.  This joint meeting 
represents a trend in North America where science-based bird conservation interests are working together under NABCI - 
the North American Bird Conservation Initiative.  I hope you find this meeting energizing, and take that energy back into 
your communities, continuing to spread the wonder of  birds, bird conservation, and excellent science to all your partners.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
John Alexander, Klamath Bird Observatory, Executive Director 
Western Bird Banding Association, 2nd Vice-President 
Western Field Ornithologists, Member 
Oregon Field Ornithologists, Member 



Local Host 

 

 
The Klamath Bird Observatory 

The Klamath Bird Observatory is a non-profit research organization promoting conservation in the 
Klamath Bioregion and throughout the Western Hemisphere.  
 
Klamath Bird Observatory biologists conduct projects focusing on: 
 

• using science to study the ecology and habitats of birds; 
 

• integrating bird monitoring and inventory with conservation and land management programs in Oregon 
and California; 

 

• training biologists and monitoring bird populations in Central America and the Caribbean; 
 

• providing education and outreach about birds and their environments to scientific outlets, land manag-
ers, and the public. 

 

 For information on all of the Klamath Bird Observatory’s projects visit  www.klamathbird.org/. 
 

Partnerships 
KBO is affiliated with many partner organizations, agencies, and individuals.  One close partnership is with 
the U.S. Forest Service’s research branch in Arcata, California.  The Bird Monitoring Group at the Red-
wood Sciences Laboratory and KBO are closely merged with research programs, personnel, objectives, 
and funding.   
 

KBO’s Partnership with the Redwood Sciences Laboratory (RSL) Wins Recognition 
 

Taking Wing Award presented by the Chief of the USDA Forest Service and by Ducks Unlimited for in-
creasing understanding of wetland ecosystems and habitat relationships through excellence in science and 
management applications.  (March 2004) 
 

Partners In Flight National Award  presented by the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service honored 
the Klamath Demographic Monitoring Network and KBO’s Research Director Dr. C.J. Ralph for protect-
ing migrating and resident landbirds and their habitats through innovative leadership.  (March 2004) 
 

Joint Fire Sciences Program awarded KBO and RSL the “Best Scientist-Manager Partnership” award for inves-
tigating bird response to wildfire, fuels treatment, and fire suppression. (April 2004) 
 

New Member Drive 
Help us grow our membership and budget!   A generous donor has pledged $5,000 in matching funds to 
KBO for all new memberships and donations.  Your membership of $35.00 will secure and additional 
$35.00 for KBO, for a total of $70.00.  
 

Members receive copies of our Newsletter, The Klamath Bird, invitations to KBO events and outings, and 
internet updates with news regarding the Klamath Bird Observatory. 
 

To become a member, visit the Klamath Bird Observatory table in the vending area at the McLaughlin 
Room at the Windmill Inn or visit us online at www.klamathbird.org/membership 

 










