
Western Birds abstracts Vol. 38.  No. 2. 

ARIZONA BIRD COMMITTEE REPORT, 2000–2004 RECORDS

GARY H. ROSENBERG, P.O. Box 91856, Tucson, Arizona 85752-1856; 
ghrosenberg@comcast.net
KURT RADAMAKER, 16313 E. Crystal Point Dr., Fountain Hills, Arizona 85268; 
kurtrad@mexicobirding.com
MARK M. STEVENSON, 4201 E. Monte Vista J207, Tucson, Arizona 85712; 
drbrdr@worldnet.att.net

ABSTRACT: This sixth report of the Arizona Bird Committee updates previous reports 
of birds unusual in Arizona through 2004. The 279 accepted reports include eight species 
new to Arizona, bringing the state’ bird list to 530 species.
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ABSTRACT: I compare the breeding avifauna of the San Francisco Bay area prior to 
1927 with the current breeding avifauna. There were 172 breeding species known in the 
San Francisco Bay area prior to 1927, whereas today there are 215. Four species have 
been extirpated, whereas 47 are new. Most of the species added to the breeding avifauna 
are casual, irregular, or accidental, but 17 of these now breed regularly. The reasons for 
these avifaunal changes are diverse but in many cases are related to range expansions or 
contractions. Factors contributing to expansions include rebound of populations 
following cessation of commercial harvesting, conversion of salt marshes to salt-
evaporation ponds, maturation of second-growth forests, urban adaptation, exploitation of 
artificial reservoirs, and habitat protection.
Grinnell and Wythe (1927) summarized the status of birds of the nine counties bordering 
on San Francisco and San Pablo bays, California, one of the major historical benchmarks 
in the description of western North America’s avifauna. In the 80 years since 1927, the 
San Francisco Bay region has undergone vast changes, and its avifauna has changed in 
proportion. Thus a comparison of current conditions with those reported by Grinnell and 
Wythe is of value.
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