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ABSTRACT: The Lanceolated Warbler (Locustella lanceolata) is a Eurasian species
whose breeding range reaches east to include northern Japan, the Kuril Islands, and the
Kamchatka Peninsula. It has been recorded three times previously in North America—
twice in the western Aleutian Islands, Alaska, once in California. During our work at
Buldir Island, western Aleutian Islands, in 2007, we documented the fourth occurrence of
the species and the first nesting record within the political limits of North America.
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ABSTRACT: The Willow Flycatcher has been declining throughout the Sierra Nevada
and within Yosemite National Park since at least the middle of the 20th century. More
recently, the number of Willow Flycatchers captured at a bird-banding station in
Yosemite declined during the 1990s, with none captured since 2002. We used historical
records and digital maps based on remote sensing to identify and survey Yosemite’s most
likely breeding habitat for the species. Over the 2006 and 2007 breeding seasons we
visited 71 sites, which accommodated 1709 call stations. We detected no territorial
Willow Flycatchers, and we conclude that the species no longer breeds in Yosemite
National Park. The extirpation of this species from Yosemite, where so much protected,
apparently high-quality habitat remains, suggests that causes in addition to direct effects
of recent land-management practices have contributed substantially to the decline of the
species across the Sierra Nevada.
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ABSTRACT: Knowledge of the breeding behavior and habitat selection of arctic-alpine
shorebirds is limited because of these species’ remote habitats, low population densities,
and cryptic behavior. We report nests and other observations of definitive breeding of the
Surfbird (Aphriza virgata), Wandering Tattler (Tringa incana), American Golden-Plover
(Pluvialis dominica), and Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) in the Ruby Range
of the southwest Yukon between 2002 and 2007. In most years, there were at least two
breeding pairs of the Surfbird, one of the Wandering Tattler, three of the American
Golden-Plover, and one of the Upland Sandpiper at our alpine study site covering 9 km?.
These are the first confirmed breeding records of the Surfbird in the southern Yukon, and
they mark the second and third Surfbird and third and fourth Wandering Tattler nests
documented in Canada. Despite the lack of previous records for all species, particularly
the Surfbird, their consistent recurrence at the site suggests they breed regularly in the
region
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