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ABSTRACT: The California Bird Records Committee reached decisions on 264 records
involving 83 species evaluated during 2006, endorsing 225 of them. New to California
were Ross’s Gull (Rhodostethia rosea) and the Taiga Flycatcher (Ficedula albicilla); the
Little Shearwater (Puffinus assimilis) was removed from the state list. Adjusted for these
changes, California’s bird list stands at 633 species, ten of which are non-native; three
additional species recently accepted will be covered in the next report.
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ABSTRACT: At Elkhorn Slough, an estuary on Monterey Bay, California, the number of
shorebirds using muted tidal wetlands at high and low tide differs significantly. At all
seasons, small sandpipers are significantly more abundant in muted tidal wetlands at high
tide. In contrast, numbers of the Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) and
American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) do not differ significantly by tide except in
winter, when they are more abundant at high tide. Manipulation of water level by
adjustment of tide-gate settings enhances the suitability of muted tidal wetlands for many
species. These areas provide an additional habitat dimension within the slough, enabling
shorebirds to feed and roost at high tide when fully tidal mudflats are unavailable.
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