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ABSTRACT: Historically, the Ketchikan area was visited by ornithologists only briefly
in the early 1900s, and there has been no formally published, comprehensive treatment of
the avifauna of southeast Alaska. Here we outline the status of 260 species of birds that
have been recorded in the Ketchikan area, southeast Alaska, including 70 confirmed or
probable breeders and 10 possible breeders, largely on the basis of our personal
observations from 1990 to 2008. The avifauna of the Ketchikan area is typical of the
coastal temperate rainforest but also, as a result of its location on the inner islands of the
Alexander Archipelago, includes elements of both the open marine environment along
the outer coast to the west and mainland river habitats to the east.
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