
Western Birds abstracts Vol. 42.  No. 3.  
 

THE 35TH REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA BIRD 
RECORDS COMMITTEE: 2009 RECORDS 
 
PETER PYLE, The Institute for Bird Populations, P. O. Box 1346, Point Reyes 
Station, California, 94956; ppyle@birdpop.org 
JIM TIETZ, P. O. Box 373, Shaver Lake, California, 93664; 
jimtietz@yahoo.com 
GUY McCASKIE, P. O. Box 275, Imperial Beach, California 91933; 
secretary@californiabirds.org 
 
ABSTRACT: Since its 34th report (Pike and Compton 2010), the California Bird 
Records Committee (CBRC) has accepted records of 176 individuals of 58 species, 2 
species pairs, and 1 hybrid, most of which were of birds observed in 2009. Two species, 
the White-chinned Petrel (Procellaria aequinoctialis) and the recently split Winter Wren 
(Troglodytes hiemalis), are added to the California state list, bringing the total to 643 
accepted species. We introduce a new tabular format to present CBRC records, similar to 
that found at the CBRC’s webpage Update to Rare Birds of California 
(www.californiabirds.org/cbrc_book/update.pdf). In 2011, the CBRC added two species 
to its review list, the Fulvous Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) and Cape May 
Warbler (Dendroica tigrina). 
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ABSTRACT: The Purple Martin (Progne subis), a species of significant conservation 
concern in California, once nested widely in oak, sycamore, and coniferous woodlands 
throughout the state. Currently, the Tehachapi Mountains of southern California are the 
only area where significant numbers of Purple Martins are known to still nest in oaks. We 
surveyed for the Purple Martin and other cavity-nesting birds on a portion of Tejon 
Ranch in the Tehachapi Mountains during summer 2010. We found 23 nesting pairs of 
Purple Martins, all using cavities in large Valley Oaks (Quercus lobata) at or near the 
tops of ridges in open savanna settings. The Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes 
formicivorus) was the most abundant other cavity nester in the area and likely creates the 
cavities used by Purple Martins. The European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris), considered a 
serious competitor of the Purple Martin for nest sites in most of the Purple Martin’s 
range, was rarely encountered near these nest sites. 
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ABSTRACT: Since Sullivan and Kershner (2005) last summarized the birds of San 
Clemente Island, California, 13 additional species have been recorded on the island, 
bringing the total number of species documented there to 330. Most notable was the first 
Bluethroat (Luscinia svecica) recorded in North America outside of its limited known 
range in Alaska. Additionally, we document a first record of the Black-chinned Sparrow 
(Spizella atrogularis) breeding on the California Channel Islands. 
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