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ABSTRACT: In this its seventh report, the Arizona Bird Committee reviews 501 records 
and updates the Arizona bird list through 2009, adding 12 species: the Black-vented 
Shearwater, (Puffinus opisthomelas), Black Turnstone (Arenaria melanocephala), Lesser 
Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus), Royal Tern (Thalasseus maximus), Tufted Flycatcher 
(Mitrephanes phaeocercus), Couch’s Kingbird (Tyrannus couchii), Gray-collared Becard 
(Pachyramphus major), Brown-chested Martin (Progne tapera), Sinaloa Wren 
(Thryothorus sinaloa), Winter Wren (Troglodytes hiemalis), Brown-backed Solitaire 
(Myadestes occidentalis), and White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera). The records of 
the Gray-collared Becard, Sinaloa Wren, and Brown-backed Solitaire are the first 
accepted for the United States, and that of the Brown-chested Martin is the first for the 
western United States. Acceptance of the Brown-backed Solitaire in Miller Canyon, 
Huachuca Mountains, in 2009 prompted reevaluation and acceptance of the record of this 
species in Madera Canyon in 1996, in spite of the unanswered question of the birds’ 
origin; the Brown-backed Solitaire is popular as a cage bird in Mexico, but the 
individuals seen in Arizona were in the species’ mountain forest habitat and remote from 
plausible sources of escapees. 
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ABSTRACT: We report the first documented record for the Sooty Tern (Onychoprion 
fuscatus) in New Mexico and the fourth for the region of the southern Rocky Mountain 
and trans-Pecos Texas. The bird was found dead in moderately fresh condition on 8 July 
2010 in the Laguna Grande area, near Carlsbad, Eddy County. It was brought to the 
Museum of Southwestern Biology where it was preserved as a study skin. A DNA 
analysis comparing the sequence of the specimen’s mitochondrial control region to a 
published population-genetic dataset on this species found that the sequence of the New 
Mexico tern was a perfect match with previously sequenced haplotypes from Puerto Rico 



and Ascension Island and ~2% divergent on average from all Sooty Terns previously 
sequenced from the Pacific and Indian oceans. Measurements of the specimen are 
consistent with a Caribbean origin. We surmise that this individual was carried inland 
from the Gulf of Mexico to southeastern New Mexico by the remnants of Hurricane 
Alex. 
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