43rd Western Field Ornithologists Conference
WFO’s annual conference was held at the Four Points by Sheraton located in Ventura California.
A record 324 participants attended the venue who worked with WFO to provide excellent
hospitality.

Board of Directors Meeting

The BOD held the annual meeting on Thursday August 26. The board voted on new officers for
2018-2019 with Kurt M. Leuschner as President and Jon Dunn as Vice President. Three Directors
have completed their terms and were thanked for their efforts and service to the organization. They
are Larry Modesitt, Diane Rose, W. David Shuford. Four new Directors were nominated by the
board and elected by the membership at the
general meeting held on Saturday. The new
Directors are Matt Baumann, Dan Gibson, Bryce
Robinson and Chris Swarth. The fourth Director
was due to Jon Dunn taking an Officer position.
The Board approved new guidelines for Life Membership. The cost of a Life Membership will be
$800 payable over two years, if needed. Life Membership privileges will begin at the time of the
first installment. These changes take effect on January 1, 2019.

Southeast Arizona Sparrow field trip with Homer Hansen was announced. The proceeds will go
to the Youth Scholarship Fund. The trip will be on January 10-13, 2019. The trip is limited to
eight persons. Look for the email announcement shortly.

Field Trips
Forty-six field trips were held with 301 participants. A total of 269 species of birds were reported.
Two pelagic trips to Anacapa and Santa Cruz Island were well attended with
the Island Scrub Jay sited on the trips as well as the Masked Booby on
Anacapa Island. The first Masked Booby in Ventura Co in
21 years! Naval Base Ventura Co Point Mugu was popular
with over 116 species seen on Thursday trip to the base. A
rare opportunity to visit Tejon Ranch was enjoyed by many
people, the ranch was a great host. Dave Perekstra did
yeoman’s work in putting together the trips, scouting and
giving tips to our many leaders as to the best locations to find birds. Diane Rose’s efforts in getting
people on the trips desired as well as handling the wait listed birders was invaluable.

Workshops
Three workshops were held on both Thursday and Friday with an additional skinning workshop at
the Western Foundation for Vertebrate Zoology. The workshops were well attended with overflow
crowds at Jon Dunn’s Identification of Fall Warblers and the ever-popular Nathan Pieplow’s
Identifying birds by their Sounds. John Harris arranged and coordinated the workshops.

Youth Scholarships
As WFO has done in the past we sponsored eight youths to attend the conference. Two were from
Alaska and two from Colorado. A reception was held on Friday night for the young birders to
meet Guy McCaskie and others. The youth scholarship alumni joined in with the current scholars
to trade information. The group set out on a field trip to observe a mist netting operation under
the care of Homer Hansen.

Science Sessions
Steve Rottenborn once again assembled a great collection of speakers for the Science Sessions on
Friday and Saturday. The kick off plenary speaker was Paul Collins, of the Santa Barbara Natural
History Museum, who spoke on Avifauna of the California Channel Islands from the Pleistocene
to the present. Amazing slides showing the effects of grazing in the past to the restoration efforts
on the islands today.
This was followed by ten presentations of fifteen minutes each by ten presenters on Friday and
eleven presenters during Saturday’s session. Ryan Terrill stood in cold for a presenter unable to
make it to Ventura due to car problem and knocked them cold.

Sound Quiz and Photo Quiz
For the thirtieth year Nathan Pieplow challenged the WFO members with his
diabolical sound quiz. A record eight teams competed with the wining team,
Buff-breasted Birders overcoming the Urgent Owl Movement by a single
point.

Ed Harper followed up Saturdays Science Session with his annual photo quiz and a panel of
experts.

Banquet and Awards
The banquet was held on Saturday night with over 210 people in attendance. WQFO Guy
McCaskie and Ginger Johnson introduced as well as WFO’s past Presidents and current Board
Members. The new directors Matthew J. Baumann, Daniel D. Gibson, Bryce W. Robinson and
Christopher W. Swarth were approved by the membership.
WFO’s Outstanding Service Award was presented to three individuals. Each received a
certificate and an Andy Birch painting of Sabine’s Gulls.
Two of the nominees, Jerry Johnson and Joseph R. Jehl go back to the beginnings of CFO (and
WFO). Both were nominated by WFO founder, Alan Craig, who felt that their contributions to
the fledgling CFO were important and deserving of recognition, even though considerably
belated.
1) Jerry Johnson is an attorney and life member who now
lives in Banning, CA. In the formative years of CFO, he was
instrumental in writing its by-laws and very helpful in the
process of registering the organization as a 501(c)(3) non-profit.
2) Joseph R. Jehl, Jr. is a professional ornithologist who was,
during the founding of CFO, associated with Hubbs Sea World. He is
the world's authority on the biology of eared grebe. Now retired, he
remains active in the field, now associated with the Smithsonian in D.C.
Alan Craig notes that Jehl brought vital professional expertise to the
production and editing of the early California Birds (later Western Birds)
as it went through the fledging process of becoming a real professional
journal. His son Dan Jehl is accepting the award on behalf of his father.
3) Roberta (Robbie) Fischer was, from 2004-2014, the Treasurer and Membership Secretary of
WFO. However, it is not the work that she performed in that capacity for which she was
nominated for this award. Robbie has been, for more than 15 years, a
dedicated and tireless volunteer and ambassador for WFO. Her most
notable work has been in the areas of our annual conference and our
scholarship and youth programs. Robbie overhauled how our
conferences work and participated in almost all aspects from online
registration, working the registration desk at the meeting, greeting
attendees, handling the many on-site problems that inevitably arise, leading and coordinating
field trips, and managing activities for scholarship winners.

Harry S. Swarth Award in Western Field Ornithology
Seven years ago, WFO’s Board of Directors established The Harry S. Swarth Award in Western
Field Ornithology, to honor a body of work that significantly advances field ornithology in the
west. The award’s name honors a giant of field ornithology who worked throughout much of
western North America during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and who contributed more
than 200 publications to the literature.

Daniel D. Gibson

Excerpt from WFO Awards Committee:

True field ornithology, however, bears with it the demands of scholarship, for which Dan is an
exemplar. His vitae of almost 60 publications is noteworthy for several reasons. Half of them
concern the nomenclature, taxonomy, or status and distribution of single species, including two
contributions on wagtails for the Birds of North America series (1996, 1998), and first records for
North America or Alaska for Common Rose Finch, Intermediate Egret, Sooty Tern, Gray Bunting,
Wood Warbler, and Red-breasted Flycatcher, among others.
Dan’s professionalism and leadership have been equally recognized through numerous awards and
positions held, including his election in 2009 as a Fellow within the American Ornithologists’
Union, his long service as regional editor of North American Birds from 1967 to the early 1990s,
his 19-year-long tenure on the ABA Checklist Committee, and, beginning in 1970, his care and
feeding of the Alaska Checklist, which, since 2000 has increased from 353 to 521 species. And let
us not forget his various roles serving Western Field Ornithologists, including as a Member of the
Board of Directors (2001–2007 & 2011–2016), as Vice-President (2008–2010), and first as an
Associate Editor and then since 2013 as Assistant Editor for Western Birds.

Keynote Speech
David Ainley, PhD, as our keynote speaker. His address is titled “Population
Dynamics of Seabirds in Response to Their Prey in the Gulf of the
Farallones, 1980’s to the present.” David Ainley received his BS degree from
Dickinson College and PhD from Johns Hopkins University.

Silent Auction
The silent auction was a financial success this year primarily from the donations of the binoculars,
scope with tripod, and the island jay original artwork. These 3 items garnered $3,750.00. The sale
of the donated books brought in about $1,000.

WFO Books Published in 2018
The Biology of a Desert Apparition: LeConte’s Thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei) by Jay M.
Sheppard made its debut at the conference and was on sale. If you did not pick up a copy at the
meeting
the
book
can
be
purchased
online
at
the
WFO
website
(www.westernfieldornithologists.org). In addition, the long-awaited Trends and Traditions:
Avifaunal Change in Western North America by W. David Shuford, Robert E. Gill Jr., and
Colleen M. Handel, editors arrived just in time with a shipment of thirty books sent by the printer.
Unfortunately, these books sold out. Look at the website for the posting when book is available
online which should happen shortly.

See you in Albuquerque 2019
August 21-25

Thomas A. Blackman
Past President

